Welcome to
Eyam Church of England
Primary School

Starting School in 2020

Here is the current class; they will be only too pleased
to help you settle in!

How can you get ready for starting school?
A message for your child....
You will need to be able to look after yourself more
independently once you start school so try practising these
things by yourself in the summer;
 Go to the toilet by yourself and get dressed again.
Remember to pull the flush!
 Wash your hands afterwards and dry them too!
 Put on your own coat and practise doing it up.
 We know it’s tricky, but keep trying to get dressed by
yourself in the mornings without any help.
 Use a knife and fork to eat your meals carefully.

What time should we arrive?
We open the doors at 8.40am and you are asked to settle your
child to an activity before leaving. The day begins at 8.50am.
Home time is 3.15pm when we will bring the children to the side
gate to be collected by you. If you have arrangements for
others to collect your child please always let us know in the
morning.

These are really important skills to learn but you can also
look out for the letters in your name, find a quiet time to
share a book with a family member, write shopping lists and
draw pictures, count steps, talk about sizes, colours, shapes
and enjoy chatting about what you are doing or where you
have been. All these things will help you start school as a
happy and enthusiastic learner!
School website: www.eyamprimary.co.uk
PTA contacts:-

Chair: Julia Pritchard
Secretary: Emma Hancock

What if my child feels very tired?
Starting school can be a daunting prospect for a family but we
are here to help make it fun with lots of lovely activities to fill
the day. It will be natural for your child to feel tired but remind
them you will pick them up later and then you can sit and chat
about the day. If you feel your child is really struggling, please
talk to us.
Tips for happy settling in:
After school, give your child a snack and a drink.
Take 10 minutes to sit quietly and have a cuddle.
Talk about their school day and ask them to tell you something
they enjoyed.
They might like to share their reading book; enjoy this special
time to look at the pictures together and chat about the story.

The staff have compiled this booklet to help you and your family
settle in and become a member of our special team at Eyam.

Mrs McGuire, Mrs Jones and Mrs Cass are the staff
members currently based in Hedgehog Class.

Making time for these conversations is very helpful in
understanding how your child is feeling as well as what they
are learning.
Come and join us for reading together when parents and other
family members are invited into class at 2:50pm on a Tuesday to
share stories. Ask your child to show you their work displayed in
the class too!

If you have any questions, however small, please do ask and we
will try to help. Our motto is Together Everyone Achieves More:
TEAM! You are a valuable member of that team; working
together, your child will feel happy and relaxed during this
important time in their lives.
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Imaginative play in ‘Eyam Toy Shop’

Here is a great example of how play develops a whole
range of skills, such as turn-taking, listening, sharing,
writing, typing, talking, measuring, imagining, modelling,
communicating, reading, confidence in group activities,
listen and do, co-operation, counting, negotiating and of
course having fun together!

When do we go outside?
As much as we can! The outdoors is a great place to learn
and play, so please ensure you always have a named coat in
school, as we like to explore in all weathers! We have the
fabulous green zone where there are always lots of
exciting activities. We also join the other children for
playtimes during the school day.

Learning through
imaginative small
world play

Sharing a story
together

Marking making
with the paints

Watering our
sunflowers!

What will I be doing at school?
Do I need a book bag?
We give each child a book bag when they start school. If you
lose your bag we sell them in the office.
How will I learn to read?
We teach the children how to recognise, read and spell the
letter sounds in the words they hear and read – this is called
phonics. We teach reading through a group guided reading
session and during the daily literacy lesson. Also we give
children books to take home and share with their family –
initially picture books. Please write in the home reading diary
each day as you hear your child read a book and talk about it.

The Reception children learn through child-initiated activities as
well as more structured adult led group learning.

Counting the sea creatures
whilst playing in the water.

Working in a group to
order numbers 1-20!

Listening carefully to our
Head teacher Mrs Gilbertson
in Collective Worship.

